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incoherent sand is not available.    They may be divided into four

classes :

(i.) Quartzites and schists.    (See Quartzites, p. 138, and Schists,

p. 155.)

(ii.) Silica rocks, sandstones, and grits (p. 147).
(iii.) Ganister (p. 104).

(iv.) " Amorphous "   quartzites  having  extremely  fine  grahis
(p. 143).

Siliceous Sinter is a form of hydrated silica, also known as
geyserite and Kieselsinter; it is produced by the precipitation of,
silica from solution around hot springs, etc., where the solution
comes into contact with the air. It may occur as crumbling and
earthy, compact and flinty, or finely-laminated and shaly deposits.
It may be dull and opaque or translucent, in the latter case having
a pearly or waxy lustre. When pure, it is snowy white in colour,
but is often tinged with yellow or pink. It consists of 84-91 per
cent of silica, together with small proportions of alumina, ferric
oxide, lime, magnesia, and alkali, and from 5 to 8 per cent of water.
In Iceland, a bed of siliceous sinter is said to be six miles long, nearly
a mile wide, and a hundred feet thick; whilst in the Yellowstone
Park, America, similar enormous beds occur.

Silt is a detrital material produced by fluviatile, lacustrine, or
glacial action, and consists mainly of very fine sand and granular
non-plastic materials, together with a greater or less proportion of
clay. Seger defines silt to be that portion which may be washed
away by water travelling at 0-7 mm. per second. This corresponds
to particles between 0-01 mm. and 0-025 mm. diameter, but Boswell
defines it as 0-01-0-1 mm., dividing the sizes into (a) fine silt, con-
sisting of particles between 0-01 and 0-05 mm., and (6) coarse silt,
which consists of particles 0-05 to 0-1 mm. diameter.

Silt may be composed of either fine calcareous or siliceous
material, together with a variable proportion of clay, according to
the nature of the rock from which it is derived. It is sometimes
known as dump or duff.

The Humber silt has been successfully used for making bricks,
many of which have been used for Grimsby docks and town. It is
of a dark blue colour, which soon, from exposure, changes to brown.
On burning, the bricks vary from a dark purple to a dirty white,
passing through various shades of blue, red, and yellow in a space
of two or three inches.

The slime or silt from the River Parrett is used in the
manufacture of bathbricks, an important household abrasive and
cleansing agent.

Silver Sand is a fine white sand which owes its name to its
supposed silvery appearance. It is found in small quantities in
many localities in the form of " pockets" in clay beds. Large
quantities of silver sand are imported from France as ballast for
returning vessels, and for that reason it is often known as Calais
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